E'- As two-thousand twenty-three comes to an end
| offer my annual invitation
to peek at our highs and gawk at our lows,
see what's going well and what kinda blows.
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Early this year Rachel took a short test

at the Gwinnett County, Georgia DDS,

and when she passed it they gave her permission
to sit in the driver's seat, turn the ignition,

pilot a vehicle. What were they thinking?

Thank goodness for Grandpa, who without shrinking
took her out on the road to get in some practice.
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Miriam, meanwhile, rehearsed to exactness

a number of pieces to play at a wedding; x
she played every ditty without forgetting

one single note. She'’s cool under pressure.

One concert this Christmas her music—each measure,
each line on each staff—blew away on a draught,

but Miriam kept playing on through, unabashed.
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Zoé's enjoying piano and co-op,

her social life's reaching a new kind of sweet spot.

These group lesson settings help her to make friends

with other children. She's kind and depend-

-able, likes to help tend to Phoebe—who's growing

and strives to learn all that there is to be knowing. x
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https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/phoebe-is-two.html
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Next up—New Mexico, where we elected days at the farm of my uncle and aunt.

to drop in at Carlsbad, stroll through the caverns, Our grand welcome home was a flooded basement—
Then on to the northwest continued our pattern: a huge storm’d swept through. For two solid months
took in the Grand Canyon, the stunning South Rim. we were under construction. T'was awful, but once

We camped out at Grover—our Utah prelim— things were finished the basement looked great,
reaching the half-way-through point of our trip -|$|- aside from mementos kids thought to create—

the day before Zoé was baptized. The dip like paint on the carpet, footprints in cement. x

in the pool was a little bit chilly,
The day—and the week—though? Delightful. We really Amidst all this chaos Pheebs and | spent

had a nice time with our family and friends, some time potty training. She's now diaper-free!
but like all good things this time had to end. (Except for at night, but that's okay with me.)
We packed up our stuff and headed back home, x
taking the scenic route through Yellowstone.

g We hiked Devil’'s Tower and Mount Rushmore, too, Emily and Katharine came out in November
making one final stop in old Nauvoo We played lots of games and took them all over

before pulling the plug on our sightseeing days. x Atlanta. Next up—from Vienna—we had Uncle Patrick,
meaning that this year we pulled off a hat trick: -|$|-

And just in time, too! | was feeling quite crazed Andrew and | saw eight-ninths of our siblings

from writing my thesis while still on the road. in one twelve-month span—and that's reason for gloating
But | got the thing finished, submitted the whole (our siblings are spread across three different countries).
thing in August before heading north

with my second child, my sixth, and my fourth And that about covers all various and sundry...

(that's Miriam, Phoebe, and Zoég, of course). Probably more info than most want to know

We flew to Alberta and by all reports (Wrapped up in bright trimmings, with doggerel bow),
had a great time attending the nuptials so, it's about time | close this year's back door

of Deklan and Holly and spending a couple and open up two-thousand twenty and four.

, %0,“3 ew» PO RO OSOCORE {f‘ﬁ O
% ”fj[“ ib {1 H‘ [ ﬂ>‘:> ! 1 d 1 }s -

FRIAL Y

P 0 q i - $ Andrew, Nancy, Rachel, Miriam,
IR i > Benjamin, Zoé, Alexander, and
: Phoebe

HHHX
3888
HHHKX
20202020
RKARKXKX

xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx

05

P 0. 0. ¢ ¢ 0 & & 4
20202020205026203
XXX
38¢
HKHX
HH XX
HHH AR KKK X

38¢
XXX
&
) 9.0.9. ¢ ¢ 4

*X%e

4
) 6. 9. 0 & 4

X%
:

EHXHIEHHIEHH )
EXEHHHHHR R KK

202020202020202024
$ 6. 6. .6 6 6 6 .4
&,

HHH R R KR NKX
20202020:0202020202
$ 6. 6.0, 6 & .6 4

XX

o
$
*

'

)
%3

) 6. 6.6 & 4
2020202024

) o 4
2o

P 0. 4.4 & 4
S

. =m T

P 0. 0. & & 4
)6 6. 66606666 6.6.0 & ¢
$I02020202020202020:0202020 24
$ 4.9 6666666666604

S8

RKAHHK KX
202020202020202020 ¢
5.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.4
)70 6. 6.6 6.6 & 6 & & 4

ok

5. 9. 9.9 6 & & 4
8.
10 6.6 6.6 & & & ¢
3
$ 9. 0.9 0 0 & & 4
HHHHKHKHK KK

X
¥
§X

.
b
X
£

0 0.9 9.9 0000000066 ¢4
20202020205020202020202020202020203
$ 4.9 6 6.6 6060666666 6.4



https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/carlsbad-caverns-june-5th-and-6th-guest.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/the-grand-canyon-june-7-guest-post-by.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/grover-and-capitol-reef-june-89.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/zoes-baptism-june-10.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/conrad-visits-june-14-june-19.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/heiss-family-gathering-june-14-guest.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/fountain-paint-pots-black-sand-basin.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/devils-tower-june-22-guest-post-by.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/mount-rushmore-june-22.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/08/nauvoo-june-24.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/08/thesis-report-thesis-report.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/12/uga-graduation-2023.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/search/label/Canada
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/09/deklan-and-hollys-wedding-august-26.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/09/the-farm-august-28.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/09/holding-down-fort.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/10/i-noticed-that-during-saddest-and-most.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/10/see-what-i-meant-see-wet-cement.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/potty-training-day-3.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/07/potty-training-day-12.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/wave-your-little-hand-and-whisper-so.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/happy-thanksgiving.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/hiking-at-sweetwater-state-park.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/mlk-sites.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/11/georgia-state-capitol.html
https://www.heissatopia.com/2023/12/uncle-patrick-is-here.html

